Education Committee.
foundation for other work. The apparatus used in teaching these subjects is similar to that which may be found in any good Infants' Schools in which the work is planned on individual and sectional lines. Some of the apparatus is that which is issued by the Educational Publishing Firms, but the main part of it must be planned to meet the needs of the class, and in association with the interests of the moment, and must therefore be the outcome of the teacher's observation of the developing mentality and of the interests of the individuals in her class. Besides the apparatus, there are books of all kinds ready at hand when the child is ready for them.
A very great deal of time is given to the teaching of Language which includes reading, writing, composition, poetry, stories, &c. Without the ability to read and the power to express himself intelligibly, the child can make little progress, he is quite helpless in a normal class until he has mastered these arts. A child who cannot learn to read should remain in a Special Class?he can be promoted from a Junior to a Senior Class as he grows older.
About half of the time given to secular instruction is occupied in some form of Handwork. The fact that the child can see some definite result of his labours is a powerful incentive to making further effort.
A backward child who has come from a normal class often has had little or no opportunity of seeing tangible results, for reading and arithmetic and other sub-jects with which his time has been occupied, have yielded nothing of this kind for his labour.
The physique of many of these children is markedly below the average, careful attention is given to the physical work, the syllabus of the Board of Education is modified to meet the requirements of the class and the Education Committee's Inspectors of Physical Training have drawn up schemes which it is felt will be instrumental in aiding these cases of retarded mental and physical development.
As It has been found that the children are much happier in these classes than in those which are composed of children of their own physical age but whose mental attainments are normal. In these classes children from 7 to 10 years of age work together thus avoiding the necessity of placing them with children of their mental age who may have reached their 6th or 7th year only. In a slum school this is an important factor as these backward children are often developed in advance of their years in undesirable ways.
By organising classes of this type the children associate with others of their own age in a way in which it would be impossible for them to do had they remained in a normal class. With skilful teaching they are also able to get a longer time among senior scholars than they would otherwise have done.
Previous to the formation of these classes it was not an unknown occurence for children in the slum districts to leave school having reached the 3rd Standard and being quite unable to read or write with any facility. The work of these classes is in an experimental stage. Specially trained teachers are required for them as much as for work in the recognised schools for defectives.
The classes are helping to deal more satisfactorily with these retarded children but the problem will remain a large and difficult one until it has been brought to bear upon the half million children of this type to which the Medical Officer of the Board of Education refers in his report.
